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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
/)

V.
ADAMS COUNTY, OHIO

SHAWN D. COOLEY, et

al. ,

Judge Jerry McBride

Plaintiffs, CASE NO. 2023-0069

vs.

JOSEPH EDGAR

FOREMAN a/k/a

AFROMAN, et al.,

Defendants.

The video deposition of RANDOLPH WALTERS,

a plaintiff herein, taken by the defendants

as upon cross-examination, pursuant to the

Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure and pursuant to

Agreement of counsel as to the time and place

and stipulations hereinafter set forth, at

the Law Offices of Dr. David Osborne, Jr.,

LLC, 115 West Main Street, West Union, Ohio,

at 10:00 a.m., Friday, August 8, 2025, before

Julie Patrick, a Notary Public within and for

the State of Ohio.
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STIPULATIONS

It is stipulated by counsel for the

respective parties that the video deposition

of RANDOLPH WALTERS, a plaintiff herein. may

be taken at. this time by the defendants as

upon cross-examination and pursuant to the

Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure and Agreement

of counsel to take deposition, all other
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legal formalities being waived by agreement;

that the deposition may be taken in stenotype

by the Notary Public Reporter and transcribed

by her out of the presence of the ..... itness;

that the transcribed deposition was made

available to the witness for examination and

signature and that signature may be affixed

out of the presence of the Notary
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17 PubliC-Court Reporter.
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RANDOLPH WALTERS,

a plaintiff herein, of lawful age, having

been first duly sworn as hereinafter

certified, was examined and testified as

follows:

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. OSBORNE:

Q. Could you please state your full

name for the record.

A. Randolph Lee Walters, Jr. I go

by Randy.
Q. Okay. Do you mind if I call you

Randy during this?

A. That's perfectly fine.

Q. Randy, have you ever had your

deposition taken before?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. How long ago was that?

A. Several years.

Q. Okay. Do you remember the rules

that you were told at the beginning of that

deposition?
A. Vaguely. I think I'm pretty

well--

Q. Would you like me to go through
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11
13

1 Police Department. The same thing, looking 1

2 for a full-time, you know, job. I took a 2

3 very small break between Manchester and 3

4 Peebles and then was hired full-time for the 4

5 sheriffs office. 5

6 Q. Okay. Do you remember about 6

7 when that was? 7

8 A. Somewhere in 2010, 2011. 8

9 Q. So you've been with the Adams 9

10 County Sheriffs Office for roughly 15 years? 10

11 A. Yes. 11

12 Q. And you've been a sergeant with 12

13 them for at least three years? 13

14 A. Oh, yes.
14

15 Q. So you say sergeants are kind of 15

16 like the people that do all of the 16

17 administrative and kind of keep it running? 17

18 A. Yes. 18

19 Q. So you mentioned being 19

20 commissioned through the academy. What 20

21 academy did you attend? 21

22 A. Brown County Police Academy. 22

23 Q. This may sound like a stupid 23

24 question, but did you graduate there? 24

25 A. Yes. 25

1 Q. Are you a fully licensed 1

2 certified peace officer in the State of Ohio? 2

3 A. Yes, and instructor. 3

4 Q. And instructor. When did you 4

5 become an instructor? 5

6 A. I started two years ago formally 6

7 doing instruction. Mine is based in 7

8 firearms. 8

9 Q. How does one become an 9

10 instructor in firearms? 10

11 A. Be selected by your agency to go 11

12 to instructor's school. 12

13 Q. SO about two years ago you were 13

14 selected and you went to school for that? 14

15 A. Yep. 15

16 Q. And what school did you attend 16

17 for that? 17

18 A. The first one Great Oaks. It's 18

19 all OPOT A through their course study. 19

20 Q. Is there a physical location for 20

21 that? 21

22 A. That one was Great Oaks in 22

23 Cincinnati. I think it actually might be 23

24 West Chester.

\2425 Q. Okay. Is that the only place 25

you attended for that?

A. No, I went to Hocking Hills this

year to further that.

Q. So we've learned previously that

an officer must keep up with continuing

education. Is there special continuing

education to be a firearms instructor?

A. You have to do courses.

Basically, you have to qualify your agency

and keep up your agency. You have to do so

many in your training cycle. As of yet, they

haven't done continuing ed for the

instructors on that.

Q. Are you up to date on your CLEs?

A. Yes.

Q. And when I say CLEs, do you know

what I'm referring to?

A. The credit hours. We call it

CPT.

Q. Oh, CPT?

A. Yeah.

Q. What does --

A. Continuing Professional

Training.
Q. And that's set by the Ohio AG's

office?

A. It is set by the Attorney

General and the steering committee for law

enforcement.

Q. And you're up to date on those

hours?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. If I wanted to see a list

of all of the CPTs that you have completed,

where would I go to find that?

A. You can get that through the

AG's website.

Q. So they keep a list of what

everybody took?

A. Yep. They have a public portal.

Now, to clarify, they're
-- I'm trying to

think. There are some classes that we take

that aren't through OPOT A, just special
instruction. We took a leadership school

that wasn't put on OPOTA, so that's something

that would be within the agency. Because not

everything that we take is a straight from

the AG's office. There's a lot of training

that you take that is something the agency

wants you to take and comes from another

LITIGATION SUPPORT SERVlCES

Cincinnati, Ohio (513) 241-5605 1 Toll-Free (844) 321-3376



Randolph Walters 08/08/2025

LITIGATION SUPPORT SERVICES

Cincinnati, Ohio (5 J 3) 241-5605 / Toll-Free (844) 32 J -3376



Randolph Walters 08/08/2025

1 Clermont, I think, Hamilton and Clermont, for

2 a search and seizer class.

3 Q. So in your understanding, what

4 should be in a search warrant?

5 A. Detailed information as to the

6 crime that is alleged or thought to be

7 committed, the persons involved, and the area

8 and the scope in which the search will be

9 conducted.

10 Q. So I want to break that down.

11 When you say the crimes alleged, tell me more

12 about that.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

A. When we
-- because this is what

I use search warrants for the most probably.

Doing a homicide investigation, obviously you

have your charge. If you have a person

that's dead, your initial charge is going to

be murder or some type of homicide crime. So

anything -- you're looking for any evidence

in relation to that crime and where they may

be located.

Q. Okay. And so you would detail

the crime. In that case, it would be

24 something like a homicide?

25 A. You would give a brief but --

1 return, how they want to handle it, because

2 they're the ones, obviously, filing the

3 warrant and categorizing it when you bring it

4 back. So my use of search warrants and

5 returns has been coordinated with the courts

6 and through the prosecutor's office, how they

7 want to handle it.

8 Q. But there was no additional

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

training in reference to how to survive a

Frank's hearing or anything?
A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. Do you recall taking any

continuing education classes in the last four

years in relation to search warrants?

A. Yes.

Q. Tell me about some of those

classes.

A. This year I took a T3 class at

OPOT A pertaining to search warrants and the

use of them. Obviously the T3 is a little

bit more advanced. It's probably the most

advanced course that OPOT A has for search

warrants. And then, prior to that, I took a

class in Hamilton Township, I think it was in

Clermont County, I'm not -- yeah, it was

18
20

1 the wording on it, obviously, is pretty

2 precise, but it's a brief overview of what

3 you've got. You know, on this date and this

4 time we responded to a scene, found this and

5 we believe there may be evidence contained or

6 information to further the investigation in

7 this location. We would like to have a

8 search of this location, do further

9 investigation, have probable cause to believe

10 there's items located there in relationship

11 to the crime that we're investigating.
12 Q. Okay. So that's the info on the

13 crime charged and the place in which you

14 would search for it?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. And when you say scope, that's

17 what you're looking for?

18 A. Well, scope would be, if I am

19 asking to look for a body, it's hard to look

20 in a dresser drawer, you know, or a small

21 container for a body, unless you're looking

22 for parts. You know, that's indicated in the

23 warrant what you're looking for. And the

24 scope of your search is determined by the

25 items in which you're looking for, the size

19
21

1 of them and where they would reasonably be

2 located.

3 Q. Okay. So the scope would be

4 tailored to depending on whether you thought

5 the homicide -- the person had tried to

6 dispose of the body by --

7 A. Yes.

8 Q. -- cutting it or had buried it

9 in the backyard?
10 A. Also for just clarity on that.

11 You know, if I'm looking for a suspect in a

12 homicide of a shooting I would indicate in

13 the warrant also that we're looking for

14 firearms, ammunition, shell casings,

15 projectiles. So that expands the area of

16 search immensely because those items can be

17 concealed in very small places.

18 Q. So the scope tells where you can

19 search and what you can look for?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Okay. And that's you've been

22 trained on and there's no policy dictating to

23 the officer how to write that up?

24 A. Not to write warrants, no. Not

25 that I'm aware of.
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1 Q. This may sound stupid, but you

2 would be aware if there is one because you're

3 a sergeant dealing with the paperwork?
4 A. So I think it's been previously

5 discussed, the policy and procedures are in

6 the process of updating, partially because

7 previous policy and procedures that was given

8 to us, there's no reasonably way, when you're

9 given a policy and procedure
-- it's like the

10 RC, you know, there's a lot of sections of

11 the RC you don't use and there's sections

12 that you do. We don't --

you know. So there

13 was just so much that needed to be simplified

14 and that's what they're in the process of

15 doing now.

16 If there is a policy on it, I

17 have not personally seen it. Even though I

18 may have been given a list of policies that

19 was hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of

20 things, some of which is not relevant to my

21 duties. So that's why they're trying to

22 simplify it.

23 Q. So when you would say simplify,

24 are they taking things out of like the

25 employees handbook that talks about terrorism

22

1 to go through each of these to make sure

2 they're relevant working with our legal teams

3 and the prosecutors and making sure

4 everything is relevant and current to case

5 law and as things change. And that's the

6 other reason for updating these, the company

7 which we're using, Lexipol, that's what they

8 do is policies and procedures for law

9 enforcement agencies for others. So if a new

10 case law comes out, we get that updated in

11 our policies as it comes out, not just

12 somebody saying, oh, I just read this new

13 case law and we probably need to check our

14 policies. This is something that we're doing

15 to make sure everything is in line with the

16 law and the current case law.

17 Q. Let me ask a question on that.

18 So you're not getting feedback from the

19 prosecutor's office asking you guys to change

20 policies as they win and lose cases in court?

21 A. Oh, yes.

22 Q. Tell me about that.

23 A. As far as?

24 Q. Well, so what kind of feedback

25 do you guys get from them?

23

1 and stuff like that? 1

2 A. Not that I'm aware of. I think 2

3 simplification of it is more of, it is a 3

4 digital platform that is more user friendly 4

5 for the end user, and anybody else for that 5

6 matter. Before in the policy and procedure, 6

7 it's just like going in the ORC, the ORC, if 7

8 you're looking for traffic you go to the 45 8

9 section, you know that. This is I think is 9

10 going to be more digital to where, if you're 10

11 wanting to look up something on search and 11

12 seizures, you can enter that into the system 12

13 and find all of the policies relevant to the 13

14 topic in which you're dealing with. 14

15 Q. So they're simplifying it more 15

16 into a search database? 16

17 A. Yes, and upgrading all of the 17

18 policies.
18

19 Q. Okay. Was this something 19

20 started by the new sheriff? 20

21 A. It was something that was 21

22 started by the old sheriff. It's just 22

23 getting implemented. And, again, the same 23

24 issue. You're going from a big category and 24

25 you may still have quite a bit, but you have 25

25

A. We have a working -- a daily

working relationship with the prosecutor's
office.

Q. So there's a meeting every day

with at least one of the staff?

A. I would say every day that I

work between Monday and Friday I have a

meeting with somebody from the prosecutor's

office, in some form or another, whether it

be cases or in general investigative.
Q. Have you ever had any meetings

with the prosecutor's office in relation to

this case?

A. It's not my case, nope.

Q. What do you mean it's not your

case?

A. I was an assistant on that case.

I did no investigations into that case.

Q. Okay. And when I say that case,

you're referring to the search of Mr.

Foreman's house?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So you may have already

explained this, but just to recap for me.

What is the standard procedure on how to get
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1 a search warrant?

2 A. A standard procedure is, if

3 you're investigating a crime where you

4 believe that a search warrant is needed, you

5 run it through your supervisor of what you

6 have and what you're looking for. And then,

7 with a supervisor generally
-- with me, if

8 one of my people come to me and say, hey,

9 here's what I got. Do you think we should

10 get a search warrant to complete the task at

11 hand? I'll review the case with them. We'll

12 go over it. We may have conversations with

13 the prosecutor or one of his people on our

14 situation and then we start drafting a search

15 warrant and -- if we feel like that's needed

16 or not and go through the process.

17 Once it's drafted, the

18 prosecutor
-- one of the attorneys will look

19 at the search warrant and then we take it to

20 the court and file it.

21 Q. So a prosecutor reviews the

22 search warrant prior --

23 A. I take rnine to the prosecutor
24 for review and I'm pretty sure that's pretty

25 standard. I don't think it's necessary, but

28

1 Q. So would this be the first time

2 you're truly reviewing it today?

3 A. If you want me to thoroughly

4 read through it I can. I don't know that I

5 ever have in the past.
6 Q. Well, let's -- were you on duty

7 on October 21st, 2022?

8 A. I was called in.

9 Q. You were called in. Were you

10 off duty that day?
11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Do you remember when you were

13 called in?

14 A. I'm sorry, I do not.

15 Q. After lunch?

16 A. Oh, yes.

17 Q. Was it dark out?

18 A. No.

19 Q. So some time between dusk and

20 after lunch?

21 A. Yeah.

22 Q. Was it your regularly scheduled

23 time off?

24 A. I believe so, yes. Which that's

25 really not easy to say at the sheriffs

1 that's something that I do. 1

2 Q. Best practices idea? 2

3 A. Yes. 3

4 Q. m?. 4

5 A. Although, in that, sometimes 5

6 that's not available. As police officers we 6

7 can write our own search warrants and apply 7

8 for it through the court. 8

9 Q. Okay. So the best practice 9

10 would be to run it past the prosecutor's 10

11 office and everything and have the supervisor 11

12 look at it, everybody make sure it's good? 12

13 A. Yes. 13

14 Q. And then present it to the 14

15 court. However, that's not necessary, that's 15

16 us just the best practice? 16

17 A. It's my best practice. 17

18 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit 8 was referenced.) 18

19 Q. I would like you to take a look 19

20 at what's been marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit 8. 20

21 Have you seen that document before? 21

22 A. If I have -- I'm sure I have 22

23 seen it. I don't know that I've ever 23

24 reviewed it. Again, like I said, it's not my 24

25 case. 25

27
29

office because your time off is most likely

going to be spent dealing with something from

the sheriffs office so
--

Q. It's common to get called in?

A. Very.
Q. So you were called in. Do you

remember that phone call?

A. Not really.
Q. SO when they call you in, do

they tell you why they're calling you in or

just say, we need you?
A. As I recall, I was contacted, I

believe, by Sergeant Newland saying that they

had a search warrant that they needed

assistance with and to see if I was going to

be available.

Q. Okay. So you arrived at the

police station. What happened next?

A. I was kind informally briefed

that we would be doing a search warrant for a

marijuana/possibly some type of human

trafficking and the location in which it was

going to be to try to come up with an

operational game plan.
Q. What operational game plan was
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1 Q. Who had the battering ram?

2 A. I think Deputy Russell, but

3 again, I'm not a hundred percent sure.

4 Q. So what happened after Deputy

5 Russell started to bash the door?

6 A. Once the door was breached, we

7 made entry into the location and secured it.

8 Q. So you went through only one

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1 A. I'm really not for sure what

2 knowledge I had at the time. It doesn't

3 stick in my mind, exact details, but, again,

4 I've done entries into hundreds of locations

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

throughout my career.

Q. How many entries have you made

since 2022?

A. With my job, what I'm assigned
door?

A. No, there was two doors. And

I'm not for sure if the first door was

secured or not. Again, I know the interior

door was breached.

Q. So when we're talking about

breaching, you're just referring to the

interior door that went into the kitchen?

A. Yeah, that's the one I know for

sure. The outer door I can't honestly sit

here and tell you how that was gained, if it

was unlocked or how it was
--

Q. Okay. After you make entrance

into the kitchen, what happened next?

A. We conducted a search for

persons, a safety search. It's called a

primary search of the residence and area.

to?

Q. Uh-huh.

A. A lot. I'm a part of a fugitive

team and that's what we do.

Q. So it's very common to breach

residence?

A. Very. Not just here though.

I'm not saying in Adams County. That's not

extremely common in Adams County. But in my

other job task it is.

Q. In the fugitive team?

A. Yes.

Q. So I guess I need clarification.

Is the fugitive team just Adams County or is

that a larger area?

A. It's the Southern Ohio Fugitive

Apprehensive Strike Team through the United

35

1 States Marshal Service. 1 Q. So basically sweeping the rooms,

2 Q. So it would cover multiple 2 looking behind doors, making sure no one is

3 counties in Ohio? 3 hiding?

4 A. Everything from the Southern 4 A. Yes.

5 District of Ohio. So Franklin County south. 5 Q. Was anybody found?

6 Q. Okay. 6 A. No.

7 A. Or just above Franklin County 7 Q. What did the house look like

8 south. 8 when you made entry?

9 Q. Yeah, you're right, the line is 9 A. A typical structure. The one

10 just above Franklin. 10 thing that I note that heightened our senses

11 A. (Affirmative head shake.) 11 a little bit and it's been made light of

12 Q. Basically, anything in the 12 numerous times, that nobody gets the full

13 Southern District? 13 story of is, we come into our primary breach

14 A. Yes. 14 point into the kitchen/dining room area,

15 Q. Okay. So we're back to 15 immediately observe next to the lemon pound

16 August 21st, 2022. You're looking at the 16 cake was an empty gun holster. As police

17 door. Obviously, if you're holding the 17 officers and as common people you understand

18 shield, you're not the one with the battering 18 that, when you see an empty gun holster

19 ram? 19 there's generally a firearm present, which

20 A. Yes. 20 wasn't. So that was something that caught

21 Q. I would imagine that you had an 21 everybody in the stacks attention that there

22 officer with the battering ram. They would 22 was an empty holster, not just the deputy

23 step out once the door was down and you went 23 wanting some pound cake.

24 in? 24 Q. And when you're saying, deputy

25 A. Yes. 25 wanting pound cake, who are you referring to?
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since the CI had been there?

A. I know nothing -- I did not

review the search warrant. It was not my

investigation.
Q. Okay. So the security system

1 evidential purposes and I was not aware until

2 a couple of days later that it was not

3 actually seized under the search warrant, it

4 was left on the property. But the intent,

5 when it was unhooked, it was because that

6 would have evidential value and it would be

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

taken and then a search warrant later to

search it.

Q. So you were -- how did you guys

determine it would have evidentiary value?

A. Through conversations at the

scene. I couldn't tell you exactly when or

where those took place, but it's not -- it's

kind of a standard thing. If you're looking

for activity that occurred at a location and

it's under surveillance, obviously, that

surveillance system could be of evidential

value.

Q. So you didn't know that the

search warrant noted that it had been a month

50

1 nothing was cut, as far as I know.

2 Q. And so it was to be unhooked to

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

be taken as evidence?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Did you take any photos

of the scene?

A. There was numerous photos taken

of the scene. What I took I -- it's been

awhile. Like I said, this was not my

investigation. It would be standard if

pictures need to be taken. Usually when we

search a room pictures are taken of the room

as it's found and then you start doing the

work.

Q. Do you ever recall photographing

any papers taped to the wall?

A. Probably. I don't recall

specifics.
Q. Okay. So where would these

photos be found now?

A. I'm assuming in the case file.

Q. If I was to do a public records

request for this case file, what would I ask

for specifically that the prosecutor's

office, when reviewing, would know what I'm

1 was unhooked for evidentiary purposes?
2 A. To seize, was my understanding.

3 Q. Was there any other evidence

4 seized at the scene?

5 A. I believe there was.

6 Q. Do you recall any of it?

7 A. I didn't do that, so I couldn't

8 tell you honestly what was seized and what

9 wasn't seized.

10 Q. Okay.
11 A. My role was limited.

12 Q. How was the security -- I want

13 to go back to the security system. How was

14 the security system taken to be as evidence?

15 I mean, it was mounted to the wall, had wires

16 coming out. Who cut the wires?

17 A. I don't know that anybody cut

18 the wires. I believe they were unhooked. I

19 do know that at one point Sergeant Phillips

20 obtained a Leatherman tool from me to unscrew

21 something, a bracket or something, so it

22 wouldn't cause damage.

23 Q. Okay. So the bracket that was

24 holding it to the wall was unscrewed?

25 A. Something was. But I know that

51

1 looking for?

2 A. I don't do public records

3 requests. I don't know -- it depends on what

4 you're looking for.

5 Q. Okay.
6 A. I fulfill them when we get

--

7 you know, people above us say, hey, this

8 request has came in. You know, we'll provide

9 body cam when we can. But a lot of that is

10 determined if it's a -- it's something that

11 can be released. It depends on where you're

12 at in an investigation and how it serves an

13 investigation.
14 Q. Is this search warrant still

15 under investigation?
16 A. I don't know. Again, it's not

17 my investigation.
18 Q. So it would be Brian Newland's

19 investigation?
20 A. I don't know. He's not with us

21 any longer. I have not been hands on in this

22 investigation and have no clue.

23 Q. When they create case files, do

24 they create them for the event or for the

25 person?
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decision?

A. The way generally things are

1 A. It depends.
2 Q. Okay. On what?

3 A. I don't know if there's a right

4 or a wrong way, but if I'm working on a

5 burglary from like three houses, that could

6 be three separate reports or it can be

7 combined as one report with three victims and

8 three locations. It just really depends.

9 Q. Okay.

10 A. And I don't know that there's

11 really a standard. It's just the feel of

12 each investigation, what would be the best

13 practice in doing that.

14 Q. Did you take place in any of the

15 search of any of the suits or anything?

16 A. My time upstairs was very

17 limited. I do know that I went upstairs, but

18 it was very limited. I don't recall

19 searching any of the suits.

20 Q. Was your time upstairs before or

21 after you talked to Ms. Foreman and went and

22 checked on the children?

23 A. I couldn't tell you.

24 Q. Do you remember how long

25 everybody was at the scene?

S6

1 done, everybody has a voice in this, you

2 know, when you're talking about entries and

3 stuff like that. So ultimately, whoever is

4 in charge of the operation would make this

5 final say. But everybody that's involved has

6 a say in, you know, trying to determine the

7 best way to do something.
8 Q. So it's kind of like a

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

collective, one person is in charge, that

makes the decision, but he poles everybody

first?

A. Yes.

Q. Who was in charge of this?

A. My understanding, Sergeant

Newland.

Q. So Brian Newland was the person

over everything, he briefed everybody, and

you guys then gave your input and a plan was

developed?
A. Yes.

Q. So after the search was

completed, what did you do next?

A. Spoke with Ms. Foreman. I spoke

to Mr. Foreman on the phone. He had some

concerns of what was going on and I tried to

1 A. A couple of hours, as I

2 remember, give or take. It wasn't an extreme

3 amount of time, but it wasn't really, really

4 quick either.

5 Q. Did you take any
ee or were you

6 involved in the attempt to breach the front

7 door?

8 A. Not as I recall.

9 Q. Being the shield man wouldn't

10 you have been involved in that if they were

11 attempting to breach it?

12 A. I don't recall the front door

13 being the primary point of entry for us.

14 Q. Do you guys ever breach more

15 than one location at a time?

16 A. It depends on the situation and

17 the residence, and the information that you

18 have.

19 Q. Okay. Do you recall in planning

20 for this, was there any plan to breach at two

21 points?
22 A. I don't recall.

23 Q. Who would have made that

24

25

55
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1 assure him on a phone call that, you know, my

2 understanding is they needed to talk to him.

3 I think there was some concerns about, you

4 know, us coming and looking for him. I told

5 him that's not the case at this point. Make

6 contact with us. I know Sergeant Newland

7 would like to speak to you. And honestly, at

8 that point, my job was, you know, as far as

9 searching, was over. So it's not my

10 investigation. I honestly was trying to calm

11 some of the fears of what's going on and

12 what's next, because there was no arrest

13 warrant for Mr. Foreman. There was, to my

14 understanding, no intentions at that moment

15 to get an arrest warrant for him. Obviously

16 they did want to talk to him, so I explained
17 to him, like, you don't have to fear of

18 looking over your shoulder. Like, we know

19 how to get a hold of you now, so that's what

20 will occur. And that was --

you know, I

21 don't want somebody -- I don't care who it

22 is, the suspect of a crime or a general
23 person, there's no reason to, you know, bull

24 crap somebody or have them have a fear that

25 they don't need to have.
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1 Q. What fear? 1

2 A. That causes
-- the hundreds, if 2

3 not thousands, I'm sure it's thousands, but I 3

4 don't want to misspeak, of messages that 4

5 we've received through our agency and online. 5

6 We can't post a missing child 6

7 without the harassment from the lies. It is 7

8 bad that you can't look for a missing kid or 8

9 get the public's help because of this. 9

10 Plus the death threats. That is 10

11 a problem.
11

12 Q. Death threats for the agency? 12

13 A. Yes. You know, I worked 13

14 nightshift for a long time and we are a rural 14

15 community. You can't see everything coming 15

16 and going. And there's different issues in 16

17 urban communities. But when you can't sit to 17

18 do paperwork because you're getting active 18

19 threats from people from misinformation, it 19

20 taxing. We're already a target. 20

21 The one thing I know, and I say 21

22 this all of the time, I will never, ever do 22

23 anything to violate somebody's rights because 23

24 the second I do it gives somebody permission 24

25 to do it to me. I may lose a case because 25

Q. Have you seen a doctor in

relation to this taxing?
A. No. Get a cop to a doctor,

that's --

Q. Pardon?

A. I said, get a cop to a doctor,

it's hard sometimes. We're supposed to be

the people out there helping people. But

it's taxing.
Q. So when you say taxing,

stressful is what you mean by taxing?
A. Yes. Being in a sense of

alert -- I've said this to people before, you

can go to work and have a day where not much

is going on, but at the end of the day you're

still wore out because, when you come to this

job there's a level you need to be at. And

then to have that even heightened because

you're getting active messages over

falsehoods and it's like -- it's very, very

taxing on you.

Q. Were you ever involved in any of

the discussions at the police department on

how to deal with these calls?

A. Nothing extremely formal, no.

1 I'm not going to violate somebody. But then 1

2 to have things said about you to smear you, 2

3 to get people so enraged over misinformation 3

4 that they're sending messages to a police 4

5 agency of how pigs should die and then let 5

6 alone the other things that this has sparked. 6

7 You know, I had a dispatcher 7

8 say, there's something that came in you need 8

9 to see. It was a picture of what was 9

10 supposed to be depicted of two police 10

11 officers having anal sex and the dispatch was 11

12 so embarrassed to even say, hey, you need to 12

13 look at this. And this was all fueled from 13

14 lies. And it's very taxing. It's very 14

15 mentally taxing. We have enough. And that's 15

16 my problem. 16

17 Q. Okay. So out of these thousands 17

18 of messages was anybody prosecuted? 18

19 A. I didn't handle that. 19

20 Q. To your knowledge, was anybody 20

21 prosecuted? 21

22 A. I didn't ask. 22

23 Q. Okay. 23

24 A. It's very emotional. It's very 24

25 taxing. 25

63
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Q. Anything informal?

A. Just that they're coming in and

they're going to try their best to document

this and figure out the way to do it.

Now, I can say that, since then,

a very taxing thing for us is trying to get

the public information without turning it

into a spectacle. You know, there's a lot of

things that's a spectacle. But when your

child is in danger missing and we're trying
to get the information out there, but all we

get is, try looking at the pound cake store,

try doing this, or you guys are nothing but

racists. Okay. This is somebody's kid. And

that's a problem. That's a problem.
And I can tell you from -- and I

won't do anything different or allow any of

my people. I don't care who it is. How many

times I've dealt with them. We treat -- and

I will make sure people are treated the same.

If Mr. Foreman today came in here and needed

anything I would do everything I can to help

him. Anybody.
Just this, inflating the

situation for whatever gain, it is causing
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distress means you to.

A. It's hard to explain. There's

just regular work stress and then there's

added stress that's unnecessary. And this is

added stress that's unnecessary and

unnecessary because of the reasons behind it.

I don't know what the motives are, but I can

tell you the result. It's pretty damning to

your reputation. I'm not a racist. I beg 18 stress?

somebody to show me something I've done to be 19 A. Yes.

biased or against anybody. But to throw that 20 Q. Okay. How do you put a dollar

out there to me is very damning. 21 amount on that?

Q. Is to be called a racist? 22 A. I don't know how you do, because

A. Yes. The same as I wouldn't put 23 I don't think you can pay this problem away.

up with it to anybody that did it towards my 24 Q. Well, you have asked for

children. I despise it. It's something I've 25 damages. How would you figure your damages

1 harm, emotional and otherwise. And then to

2 get my kids, which causes me more stress.

3 They've already been through enough. They've

4 been throwed out by one family and now

5 they're in my family and they're mine and to

6 have them come home because of this, it

7 causes a lot of harm.

8 Q. So you mentioned emotional

9 distress. Tell me more about what emotional

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 guy doing anything any other way. And

2 learning that experience has helped me

3 further as a person understand that you deal

4 with somebody because of their actions and

5 what they're doing. It's not about what they

6 look like. That has no play into my daily

7 operation. And to be told that it has or

8 been implied that it has is very damning to

9 my reputation. It's very damning to how I do

10 things.
11 (Shawn Cooley joined the

12 deposition.)
13 Q. So when we talk about emotional

14 distress then we're talking about added

15 unnecessary stress?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. In addition to normal work

68

1 learned firsthand in experiences I've had. 1

2 I know it's a real thing. I guarantee it's a 2

3 real thing. It's something I've felt before. 3

4 And now to see it -- it was never a factor 4

5 and now it is and that is damning. 5

6 I've experience it. I'm a white 6

7 guy. I have experienced it, I guarantee you. 7

8 It's something that I didn't understand until 8

9 I experienced it. 9

10 Q. How was that? 10

11 A. What was the experience? 11

12 Q. Uh-huh. 12

13 A. When I was on a mission trip to 13

14 South Dakota to an Indian reservation and I 14

15 went in a store to get a soda and felt like 15

16 everybody in there was watching me. And at 16

17 that moment I understood a little bit more 17

18 what people of color and other people feel 18

19 sometimes and it sucked, because I was 19

20 getting a soda. But everybody in there I 20

21 felt like was watching me because they were 21

22 different than me. And I had to get in my 22

23 mind like, is this real. So I get it. I do 23

24 get it. But in my mind I had to process, 24

25 you're a guy getting a soda. You're not a 25

67

on this?

A. There's no way to really figure

the total of the damages.
Q. How would one go about it, do

you think?

A. I don't know. How do you forget

something away?
Q. So I guess this needs a

clarification then. Are you seeking damages

only to yourself or are you seeking damages

to you and your family?
A. I am not going to put my family

through further unnecessary trouble and

displacement and harm by putting them in the

middle of this. But it has caused me harm.

And just -- yeah, they should be involved in

it. They're involved enough. They don't

need more harm than what's already been

caused.

Q. But they should be involved?

A. I'm not putting my kids and my

wife through that.

Q. Do you plan on calling them as

witnesses at trial?

A. No. My wife and my family are
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1 stupid question, Randy, but is making a death 1 to this is. I'm also a very remorseful

2 threat to an officer a crime? 2 person. And there seems to be none in this

3 A. It can be. 3 for the things that has occurred. So I don't

4 Q. What makes it a crime? 4 know the answer to that.

5 A. If I made a death threat towards 5 Q. You also asked for damages and

6 you, if I caused fear, that's aggravated 6 attorney fees. Do you know how much you've

7 menacing of bodily harm. But, again, it's 7 spent in attorney fees to date?

8 not my call to determine what gets charged or 8 A. I do not.

9 not. In my mind any threats toward public 9 Q. Would that be something I would

10 safety, law enforcement, who are doing their 10 talk to your attorney about?

11 job should be handled swiftly. But, again, 11 A. If that's something that's

12 not so. 12 within the bounds --

any correspondence

13 Q. So if someone makes a death 13 between me and my attorney, including

14 threat -- so if somebody made a death threat 14 financial, I do not want discussed unless

15 to you and you felt harmed, that is the 15 it's something ordered by the court and it's

16 definition of aggravated menacing? 16 within reason. Not to be a jerk about it,

17 A. Well, I mean, I would want to 17 but obviously your interactions between you

18 read it before I said, hey, this is 18 and your client, I don't want to intrude on,

19 absolutely it. And which we do all of the 19 and would rather the same be true for me.

20 time. My understanding of aggravated 20 Q. Okay. You're suing for

21 menacing would go be, to create a thought of 21 publicity given to private life. Can you

22 substantial harm to another through a direct 22 explain that to me, how your
-- what you've

23 threat. 23 described in damages to your reputation is

24 Q. So other than the other officers 24 publicity given to private life?

25 in this case, do you plan to call any 25 A. I think the publication of this

75 77

1 witnesses at trial? 1 case has rejuvenated Mr. Foreman's career and

2 A. That's something I would have to 2 without it would have not been so. Although

3 discuss with my attorney. And as of right 3 very talented and has his own business, this

4 now I don't have anybody else. 4 was used, in my belief, to further something.

5 Q. Would that also include expert 5 I don't know why it was done the way it was

6 witnesses? 6 done. But to allege having sexual relations

7 A. That would be a strategy between 7 with my wife, for what? That causes harm and

8 myself and my defense counsel and that 8 damage to my children that they have to deal

9 something that I'm sure we will do. 9 with it at school, which also puts stress on

10 Q. But as of today's date, you have 10 me. Do I have to take my kids out of school?

11 no idea how to figure the damage that's 11 Do I have --

you know, what -- this is my

12 you're claiming? 12 problem. My family should not be affected by

13 A. No. I don't know that -- 13 this. And over what? What? My existence

14 Q. Is that an affirmative answer to 14 should not be used to further somebody's

15 the question or a negative answer? 15 career. And to publish merchandise and songs

16 A. An answer would be, I don't know 16 with my likeness for your advancement --

17 how to effectively resolve, if ever, the 17 because I don't know what other advancement

18 damage that's been caused. 18 it would be if you're charging for this.

19 Q. What would you have -- what 19 Q. When you say likeness, have you

20 resolution would you like to see for this 20 ever had your picture taken before?

21 case? 21 A. Yes.

22 A. I'm by nature not a spiteful 22 Q. Have you ever had it in the

23 person. I'm not a vindictive person. I'm 23 newspaper?

24 not a person that holds grudges, or attempt 124 A. Yes.

25 not to be. I don't know what the resolution '25 Q. Did you ever sue the newspaper?
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1

2

3

4

5

6

know. I'm not a big social media guy. 7

Q. Okay. Do you ever post pictures 8

9 on social media? 9

10 A. I've never allowed my images to 10

11 be used for public gain over lies. 11

12 Q. Are you aware that, when you 12

13 post a photograph on Facebook, it becomes the 13

14 property of Facebook? 14

15 A. Okay. 15

16 Q. Would that make you the proper 16

17 party then to sue over your photo if it was 17

18 on Facebook? 18

19 A. I believe if my photo was being 19

20 used for inappropriate purposes or purposes 20

21 not that I deem acceptable, as in the same 21

22 process with Facebook, if somebody posts an 22

23 image of you and you send a strike to it, 23

24 that they will identify it and take it down. 24

25 Q. Is that a Federal legal thing 25

24 Q. Okay. Are you suing in the

25 capacity as a police officer or as an

A. Huh?

2 Q. Did you ever sue the newspaper?

3 A. No.

4 Q. Is your profile on Facebook

5 public or private?
6 A. Private I believe. I don't

7

8
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individual?

A. An individual.

Q. Okay. So if I do a public

records request for information on this and

obviously body cam footage, the confidential

informant, Mr. Foreman, is there any ongoing

investigations that would interfere with

that?

A. I have no clue on that. It's

never been my investigation. I don't know

the inner workings of it to be honest with

you.

Q. Have you ever reviewed any

documents in relation to this prior to today?

A. I thought about that this

moming. No. I never reviewed the body cam.

I never reviewed anything. It's not

something that I've investigated.
Q. So I guess that begs the

follow-up question. Is there documents that

could have been reviewed?

A. I don't know. I've never

attempted to.

MR. OSBORNE: I don't have any

further questions for you, Randy.

5 you?
6 A.

7

8 break?

9 (Off the record.)
10 Q. So we're back on here. Randy,

11
11 just have a couple of questions to clear up. 12

12 One of the things you asked about for damages 13

13 in the Complaint was due to humiliation. Can 14

14 you tell me more about that, please. Or

15 would that be just duplicative of what you've

16 already told us?

17 A. What I've already told you, the

18 damage that I'm some sort of racist and I'm

19 out violating people's rights and that's

20 furthest from the truth.

21 Q. Okay. How would you put a

22 dollar value on that?

23 A. I don't know.

1 they must do or a policy that they do as a

2 company?
3 A. I think it's called being human.

4 Q. What does false light mean to

I have no definition of --

MR. OSBORNE: If we can take a

79

1 THE WITNESS: Thank you, sir.

2 MS. MCELROY: I don't have any

3 questions.
4 MR. KLINGLER: Your free to go

5 or stay, whatever you want.

6 MR. OSBORNE: A question on

7 waive or read?

8 MR. KLINGLER: Sorry, yeah.
9 We'll read and sign.

10

RANDOLPH WALTERS

* * *

15

(DEPOSITION CONCLUDED AT 11 :39 A.M.)
16

* * *

17

18

19

12021

22

23

24

25
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CERTIFICATE

STATE OF' OHIO

SS

COUNTY Of' HAMILTON

I. Julie Patrick. the undersigned, a

duly qualified notary public within and for

the State of Ohio. do hereby certify t.hat

RANDOLPH WALTERS was by me first duly sworn

to depose the truth and nothing but the

t ru t.h : foregoing is the deposition given at

said time and place by said witness;

deposition was taken pursuant to stipulat.ions

hereinbefore set forth; deposit.ion was t.aken

by me in stenotype and transcribed by me by

means of computer; t.hat the transcribed

10 deposition was made available to the witness

for examination and signature and that

11 signature may be affixed out of the presence

of the Notary Public-Court Reporter. I am

12 neither a relative of any of the parties or

any of their counsel; I am not, nor is the

13 court reporting firm with which I am

affiliated, under a contract as defined in

14 Civil Rule 28 (0) and have no financial

interest. in t.he result of this act ion.

15 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and official seal of office at

16 Cincinnati, Ohio this 25th day of August..

2025.

17

18

19

21

22

23

2.

2S

commission expires:

??1\\'tfj1!}?.
Patrick

March 13. 2029

Nt???
St.at.e of

*?.
"l'?
,

.. ???:o
E?FO?

Ohio
20 My
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An eLa Darden

I am so glad to have been able to work with Angi another year. Angi's positive attitude and
work focus are among the very most reliable, consistent aspects of my life here at FDAR.
Over the past few years assigned together, we have really got to know each other's work

styles and needs well. Angi is a rock-star legal assistant to me. She is now constantly on

top of my calendar and related deadlines, usually reaches out to me if I need something
before I even ask her, and frequently anticipates my project management and work priority
needs. She does not bat an eye with large filing needs, is an excellent proofreader, and

takes over my document drafts leaving me assured that they will be filed in perfect shape.
Angi's attitude and sunny disposition are unmatched in the office. Through what I know has
been a difficult year personally with family issues and a car accident, she never once let it
sour her demeanor at work. I admire her outlook and persistent work ethic. I support any
and aLI available raises and bonuses for Ms. Darden as she is a treasure to work with.



.,

Lucinda Miller

Lucinda is unmatched in our office with handling medical records, drafting medical records

summaries, and dealing with medical providers. I work with her occasionally and I am glad
she has become more involved with CORSA cases this year. Her expertise will no doubt be
useful in public-sector litigation matters moving forward. I do think that attitude represents
an enormous area of improvement for Lucinda to work on. She often demands workplace
benefits and treatment that do not necessarily reflect on her workload, output, and/or
attitude. I think some effort can be made on her part in channeling some negativity into
more productive areas - i.e., billable hours, expanding her scope of services to attorneys in
the firm, etc.


